Topical antiseptics in healthcare.
Topical antiseptics are essential for infection control. Antiseptic formulations employ a variety of mechanisms, act at various rates and persistence intervals, demonstrate various levels of toxicity, and are more or less likely to trigger resistance. The desired characteristics are considered when selecting antiseptics for hand washing, surgical scrubbing, and patient preoperative skin preparation. The selection process requires evidence of product safety and efficacy. This article explores currently available topical antimicrobial agents used in medical settings.